Medicare.gov Drug Plan Comparison Instructions during Annual Enroliment
Period October 15th through December 7*" (OPTIONAL, if want to compare)

See Pg. 2 if no computer and you want to call instead. We strive to keep these up to date, yet Medicare
occasionally changes steps or updates software. Thanks for your understanding! Go to...

https://www.medicare.gov/

Top Right-Login to your account OR choose Create an account (and set up your account).

Once logged in, choose Health & Drug Plans (at top) then choose Find Health & Drug Plans.

Once your current Rx plan populates, choose Find Plans Now (towards right).

Make sure 2026, your zip code and county are showing, then choose Continue.

Find Plans Now populates, then choose Medicare Drug Plan (Part D) then Find Plans.

If your Rx plan is auto-renewing, it will appear with 2026 changes reflected.

IMPORTANT! Choose View Your Pharmacies and/or View Drugs & Their Costs (on left)

Your Drugs and Pharmacies will appear. Choose Change Drugs and Change Pharmacies to edit/update
either section. This is crucial for accurate estimates and comparisons!!!

Review your drug list to be sure all your routine medications are listed for your comparison. You can
Remove drugs, Edit drugs (dosage/quantity/frequency) or Add drugs, then click Done Adding Drugs.
Supplements, vitamins, and other OTC’s will not populate as they are not covered by Medicare Part D.
Choose Up To 5 pharmacies, if interested, for price comparisons.

Once both sections are updated, scroll up to TOP left side of page and choose Back To Search Results.
Your next Rx plan with 2026 changes will be listed first.

Scroll down to the next plan listed below the words: Showing 10 of 14 plans/SORT PLANS BY Lowest
Drug + Premium Cost. This is the first and least expensive Rx plan you are comparing to your current
Rx plan in the new year. No math to do, it’s done for you and plans are sorted accordingly, lowest
annual out of pocket (OOP) to highest OOP.

Focus on the Estimated Total Drug + Premium Cost (ETDPC). This estimate includes all of your annual
out of pocket (OOP) costs associated w/each plan; monthly premium, deductible, IF one applies
(deductible may NOT apply to some meds in lower tiers on some plans), along w/drug costs.

Notice both Retail and Mail Order ETDPC are listed, if you added mail order pharmacy. Remove retail
pharms if you ONLY want Mail Order ETDPC sorted. Or leave retail pharms and simply scroll down to see
Mail Order totals.

If the first plan or two listed below your current plan shows costs low enough to consider switching from
your current plan, click on Add to compare (next to Plan Details), then click Compare (bottom right) to
see which pharmacy out of those you entered is populating the lowest total drug + premium cost.

On this Comparison page, you may click Enroll, if you decide to switch drug plans for the new Rx plan
year effective January 1% and Medicare will automatically cancel your current Rx plan December 31*. Be
sure to watch for new Rx plan materials and ID card in the mail. If unsure, click Logout at top right of
page, think it over, or call/email to set up phone appt. for guidance. Great job! Enjoy your savings.

If you stay with your existing RX plan, it will continue according to the new Annual Notice of Change
mailed to you. Thank you! bill@pondandassociates.com or 614-899-0992



https://www.medicare.gov/
mailto:bill@pondandassociates.com

How To Call Medicare to Compare your Medicare Drug Plan (Part D) during
Annual Enrollment Period October 15th through December 7" (OPTIONAL, if
want to compare and/or switch RX Plans)

Rx plan expenses can often vary by hundreds of dollars over a plan year cycle based on one’s medication
types and combinations. We want to ensure you benefit by enrolling in an Rx plan which will provide
the least out of pocket Rx expense. As much as we’d like to assist everyone with this process, the
governments mandated redesign to Medicare Part D drug plans in 2025 has made this unworkable. The
Inflation Reduction Act required insurance companies to absorb an enormously higher percentage of
medication costs. To cut costs, this triggered most companies nationwide to announce they will no
longer work with insurance agents to market their drug plans. Good news is, Medicare reps can access
ALL Rx plans and help you compare and switch over the phone if needed. Software does the math!

Prepare for Call by Having These Items Ready:

1. Your Medicare red, white, and blue card (says “Medicare Health Insurance” at top).
2. Current routine prescription medications-name, dosage, quantity, refill frequency (No OTC's).
3. Name of favorite retail pharmacy or tell them if you use mail order.

Call Medicare 24/7 at 800-633-4227, when prompted say “Compare Part D Drug Plans” They will verify
basic information. Please provide your permanent Ohio address if you happen to have a secondary
residence in another state. Once connected, tell the representative:

“Hello, | am calling to compare my Medicare prescription drug plan during Annual Enroliment.”

“l am already enrolled in a Medicare supplement and need a Stand-Alone Drug Plan only.”

“l want the Rx plan which reveals my Lowest Drug Costs combined with the Lowest Premium possible,
so | have the lowest Estimated Total Drug + Premium Cost of all Rx plans available.

They are not supposed to steer you to Medicare Advantage plans. If they do, do not enroll, call me for
guidance or you may inadvertently lose benefits, providers and pay higher out of pocket on claims.

IMPORTANT- RECORD CONFIRMATION AND FOLLOW UP DATES FOR PROOF OF ENROLLMENT...

If you switch, Medicare will automatically cancel your current Rx plan December 315 and the new RX
plan starts January 1.

Date Self-Enrolled and Confirmation #:

RX Plan Name and Customer Service Phone Number:

Ten Business Days, Reminder Date to Watch For Welcome Letter:

Make note on calendar to watch for Welcome letter from your new Rx plan within 10 business days
from date of enrollment. If you don’t receive anything, call the customer service phone number to ask
when your welcome letter and ID card are expected to arrive.

If your application is pending for any reason, and you don’t reply to requests for additional information,
your Rx plan may not be activated, you could be without Rx coverage for the plan year until Medicare’s
next Annual Enrollment Period, & experience Medicare’s Part D Late Enrollment Penalty!!!

Mail Order: Once your Rx plan welcome materials and ID card arrive in the mail, call the customer
service phone # on the back of your ID card to enroll in their Mail Order program, if interested.
PREFERRED Retail Pharmacies -Ask or reference your welcome materials for preferred pharmacies in
your area where your cost sharing may be the lowest. Great job! Enjoy your savings.




